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SUBJECT: MINIGUNS FOR BRUNEI 

1. CROWN AGENTS ACTING ON BEHALF BRUNEI HAS REQUESTED OFFER 
UNDER FMS PROCEDURES FOR FOUR GE XM27-1 MINIGUNS. BRUNEI 
WAS PLACED ON FMS ELIGIBILITY LIST BY PRESIDENTIAL DETERMI- 
NATION SIGNED JANUARY 2. 1973. 

2. MINIGUNS ARE MULTI-BARREL, ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN 7.62MM 
MACHINE GUNS WITH RATES OF FIRE UP TO 6,000 ROUNDS PER 
MINUTE. BRUNEI PLANS TO USE THEM ON ITS JETRANGER HELI- 
COPTERS. WE WERE PREPARED TO APPROVE SALE OF THREE MINIGUNS 
TO BRUNEI THROUGH CROWN AGENTS IN 1970 BUT DEAL NOT COMPLE- 
TED BECAUSE BRUNEI NOT THEN ELIGIBLE FOR FMS PURCHASES. 

NOW, HOWEVER, WE SEE NO REASON FOR INTRODUCING MINIGUNS, 
WHICH ARE BECOMING INCREASINGLY TO BE REGARDED AS A QUOTE 
DIRTY WEAPON UNQUOTE, INTO BRUNEI IN THE ABSENCE OF COMPEL- 
LING MILITARY REASONS. 
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THIS WEAPON AT PRESENT, WE MUST EXERCISE CAUTION IN AUTHOR- 
IZING ITS SALE ABROAD. OUR MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND MILITARY 
SALES PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN RECEIVING INCREASING CONGRESSIONAL 
SCRUTINY AND THE PROVISION OF MINIGUNS TO BRUNEI COULD 
CREATE THE IMPRESSION THAT WE ARE INSENSITIVE BOTH TO CONG- 
RESSIONAL CONCERNS AND TO OUR BASIC POLICY OF NOT TAKING 
THE LEAD IN INTRODUCING NEW WEAPONS SYSTEMS INTO FOREIGN 
INVENTORIES IN THE ABSENCE OF A DEMONSTRATED NEED. 

4. WE ALSO WONDER WHAT IMPACT THIS SALE MIGHT HAVE IN 
MALAYSIA IN LIGHT RECENT FLARE UP OF LIMBANG DISPUTE. 
THEREFORE, BEFORE MAKING DECISION ON CASE, WOULD APPRECIATE 
EMBASSY REACTION CONSIDERING ALL FACTORS OUTLINED ABOVE. 
ROGERS 
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